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On April 20, Rafael Alfonzo was elected president of the Venezuelan Supreme Court. However,
charges of corruption against lower court judges underscored the ongoing problems in the
Venezuelan judicial system. The new Supreme Court president, Rafael Alfonzo, is a member of the
social Christian Comite de Organizacion Politica Electoral Independiente (COPEI). He is considered
close to President Rafael Caldera, one of the founders of COPEI in the 1950s. Caldera was elected
president on the COPEI ticket in 1969, but left COPEI to run for president as an independent in 1993.
Alfonzo's election by the other magistrates to head the Supreme Court is seen by some political
analysts as an indication that the Court will retain its tough stance in the ongoing trial of former
president Carlos Andres Perez. Alfonzo backed all the legal measures that led to Carlos Andres
Perez's removal from office in 1993 on charges of corruption and his subsequent trial, which began
in 1994 and has not yet concluded. Perez, who governed from 1974-1979 and again from 1989-1993, is
under house arrest for the duration of his trial on charges relating to the diversion of US$17 million
of government discretionary funds. Perez's lawyers have filed a motion to recuse Alfonzo from
participating in the trial because of statements he made that they say are prejudicial to their client.
Meanwhile, the entire judicial system continues to be plagued by allegations of corruption.

Judicial system under investigation
On April 20, the Venezuelan judiciary council (Consejo de Judicatura), which oversees the
appointment of judges, announced it would investigate charges of widespread corruption in the
judicial system. During the previous weekend judge Melida Aleksic Molina was arrested and
charged with extorting US$17,600 from several prisoners scheduled to appear in her court. Aleksic
Molina has served on the bench for 32 years. She was arrested as part of a sting operation following
a complaint from a prisoner that she offered to dismiss the charges against him in exchange for
money.
The press reported that when police arrived to arrest her, Aleksic Molina threw more than one
million bolivares (US$5,900) out the window of her apartment. Her lawyer claimed the judge was
emotionally ill and said the judiciary council should have removed the judge long ago, since she
has a history of instability. While the charges against Aleksic Molina are only the latest allegation
of widespread corruption in the Venezuela judicial system, they have forced the judiciary council
to take action. "We are going to move forward tirelessly with this and other investigations, which
will be followed to their ultimate consequences," said Jesus Caballero Ortiz, president of the council.
(Sources: Agence France-Presse, 04/03/95; Inter Press Service, 04/20/95; Notimex, 04/24/95; United
Press International, 04/26/95; Reuter, 04/24/95, 04/27/95)
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